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GROUND WATER SOURCES, DEVELOPMENT 

360. Hon NORMAN MOORE to the minister representing the Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Water Resources: 

I have another question without notice of which some notice was given to the Leader of the House, I think 
representing the Minister for Water Resources - I am sorry, the minister representing the Minister Assisting the 
Minister for Water Resources.  Forgive me.  Is that still the Leader of the House or is it somebody else?  It is 
probably somebody else. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Three degrees of separation. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  It is an extraordinarily complicated situation. 

(1) Will the minister explain why the Water Corporation has not proceeded with plans in existence in 2001 
to develop ground water supplies from Eglinton, Pinjar, Barragoon stages 1, 2 and 3, Yanchep and 
Karnup that was estimated to deliver more than 70 gigalitres per annum at an estimated cost of 
$200 million? 

(2) Was the minister aware that such plans were in existence prior to this question being asked? 

(3) Will the minister confirm that the ground water options would cost around 50c to 60c a kilolitre; and, if 
not, what is the current estimate? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question.  The Minister Assisting the Minister for 
Water Resources has supplied the following answer - 

(1) A source development timetable produced in May 2001 did identify the development of ground water 
from Eglinton, Pinjar, Barragoon stages 1, 2 and 3, Yanchep and Karnup.  The development of these 
sources was linked to both the rate of land development in the north west corridor and the expected 
growing water needs for the integrated water supply scheme.  The initial development of these ground 
water resources was expected to commence in 2011-12 and continue in various stages until 2030-31.  
There is no increased uncertainty regarding the sustainable use of ground water within the Perth region.  
The corporation has recently reviewed its planning for new water source developments and has adopted 
an alternative source development response based on a drying climate; hence the uncertainty in 
sustainable ground water yield.  The future use of the above ground water schemes, with the exception 
of Karnup, is dependent upon the sustainability assessment for continued use of the Gnangara mound 
being undertaken by the Department of Environment.  

(2) Yes, but in general terms only. 

(3) Until the ground water sustainability assessment is complete and reliable yield estimates are available 
for each source, no unit cost can be determined.   

 


